




TRANS BEING 
press kit

Directors:  Gabrielle Pescador and Juan Javier Pescador
Producers:  Pescador Arte, LLC and Windsor Pride Community
Editors:  Gabrielle Pescador, Juan Javier Pescador and Brad Tennant
Music:  “Summer” by Jonal Ranum Brandt and “Climbing Higher Up” by Joel Hunger

Exact Runtime:   00 hr : 26 min : 41 sec
Date of Completion:  July 2013
Country of Production:  U S A
Country of Filming:   Canada 

Programming Descriptors
Forms:  Documentary, Short
Genres:  Alternative, Educational, Coming of Age , Human Rights, Post Modern, Transgender, 
  Art, Personal Narrative, Social Issue, Health/Medical, Biography
Niches:  LGBT
Language:  English

Synopses
3-Line Synopsis
Danica, Kael and Emily redefine their identities in their own terms showing resilience and strength in 
their fight to live their true heart and soul. Searching for understanding and respect, these brave 
individuals share their continuous struggles throughout the various phases of their life cycle and 
transitioning process. In spite of facing ignorance, prejudice and discrimination, their personal horizons 
mirror the vicissitudes, aspirations and dreams of the trans communities in contemporary society.

Medium Synopsis
Danica, Kael and Emily redefine transgender identities in their own terms showing resilience and 
strength in their fight to live their true heart and soul. Danica and Emily are M to F (male-to-female) 
and Kael is F to M (female-to-male). Searching for understanding and respect, the three share their 
continuous struggles throughout the various phases of their life cycle and transitioning process. 
Danica, Kael and Emily talk about coming out, passing and their experience with hormone 
replacement therapy and gender reassignment surgery. In spite of facing ignorance, prejudice and 
discrimination, Danica, Kael and Emily’s personal horizons mirror the challenges, aspirations and 
dreams of trans communities in contemporary society.

Long Synopsis
Danica, Kael and Emily redefine transgender identities in their own terms showing resilience and strength 
in their fight to live their true heart and soul. Searching for understanding and respect, they share their 
continuous struggles throughout the various phases of their life cycle and transitioning process.

Danica Criss is an M to F (Male-to-Female) transitioning in her 40s. Raised in a family with 5 brothers 
trying to toughen her up, Danica tried to live up to family expectations of being a macho male, beating 
up neighborhood kids and womanizing in her youth. Married twice and a father of 2 children, she has 
come out as a trans woman and has recently undergone gender reassignment surgery. She finally 
feels whole and free to be herself, leaving the nightmare of living as a man behind her.

Kael Sharman is an F to M (Female-to-Male) and has identified as a bisexual since 15 years old. 
Emulating female bodybuilders from early on, Kael got into PRO hormones and welcomed the 
masculine changes in his body. Searching for a healthier way of life, he came out to his doctor and 
started hormone replacement therapy to begin his transitioning. Kael has had a double mastectomy, 
talks about getting a hysterectomy and discusses the pros and cons of bottom surgery for F to Ms. 
Kael is a high school teacher and a PhD candidate in Education.

Emily Guillas is an M to F in her early 20s. Raised in adoption services, Emily knew from very young 
that she wanted to be a girl and would delight in cross dressing, playing in her adoptive mother’s 
closet. Her stepfather found this behavior unacceptable and kicked Emily out the house one year only 
3 days before Christmas. Emily talks about searching for hormones online, future surgery and shares 
digital images of her transitioning process. Emily dreams of finding love and settling down one day.

In spite of facing ignorance, prejudice and discrimination, Danica, Kale and Emily go to great lengths 
to express their true gender identity, their personal horizons mirroring the challenges, aspirations and 
dreams of trans communities in contemporary society.

Director Bios
Gabrielle Pescador
Gabrielle Pescador: Boom Operator, Cable Person, Co-Producer, Editor, Manager, Preview Return, 
Print Return, Print Shipper, Submission Contact
Gabrielle Pescador an artist and filmmaker originally from Canada. In her work she explores gender 
dissonances, human exploitation and social injustice. Gabrielle’s artwork has been exhibited in 
national museums and galleries.Gabrielle Pescador's documentaries, which have been screened 
internationally, focus on gender and sexual identity. Just Because I Am, a documentary on 
homophobia and youth, won Best LGBT Documentary at the Ferndale Film Festival in 2011 and was 
an official selection at Newfilmmakers Film Festival in 2012. TransBeing, journeying the lives of 3 
transgenders from a Canadian border town will be premiered in August 2013.

Juan Javier Pescador
Juan Javier Pescador: Cinematographer/DP, Co-Producer, Editor, Story
Born in Mexico, Juan Javier Pescador’s photography and film ventures have gravitated toward 
visualizing Mexicano/Chicano experiences in the Great Lakes, the barrios’ vibrant life and the mystical 
dimensions of Mexican ancestral culture. Pescador’s interests also include Latino Borderland 
experiences as well as issues of sexual and cultural identity. In the spring of 2013, he released Antonia: 
A Chicana Story (with Luz Maria Gordillo), a coming of age narrative of feminist and Chicana activist 
Antonia Castañeda, in which she shares her experiences and memories of patriarchy, subordination, 
sexuality, survival and self-discovery. Just Because I Am, a documentary on homophobia and youth, 
won Best LGBT Documentary at the Ferndale Film Festival in 2011 and was an official selection at 
Newfilmmakers Film Festival in 2012. His most recent project, TransBeing, journeys the lives of 3 
transgenders from a Canadian border town, which will be premiered in August 2013.

Featured Cast Bios
Danica Criss is an M to F (Male-to-Female) transitioning in her 
40s. Raised in a family with 5 brothers trying to toughen her up, 
Danica tried to live up to family expectations of being a macho 
male, beating up neighborhood kids and womanizing in her youth. 
Married twice and a father of 2 children, she has come out as a 
trans woman and has recently undergone gender reassignment 
surgery. She finally feels whole and free to be herself, leaving the 
nightmare of living as a man behind her.

Kael Sharman is an F to M (Female-to-Male) and has identified 
as a bisexual since 15 years old. Emulating female bodybuilders 
from early on, Kael got into PRO hormones and welcomed the 
masculine changes in his body. Searching for a healthier way of 
life, he came out to his doctor and started hormone replacement 
therapy to begin his transitioning. Kael has had a double 
mastectomy, talks about getting a hysterectomy and discusses the 
pros and cons of bottom surgery for F to Ms. Kael is a high school 
teacher and a PhD candidate in Education.

Emily Guillas is an M to F in her early 20s. Raised in adoption 
services, Emily knew from very young that she wanted to be a girl 
and would delight in cross dressing, playing in her adoptive 
mother’s closet. Her stepfather found this behavior unacceptable 
and kicked Emily out the house one year only 3 days before 
Christmas. Emily talks about searching for hormones online, future 
surgery and shares digital images of her transitioning process. 
Emily dreams of finding love and settling down one day.

View Trailer: https://pescadorarte.wordpress.com/film-reel/trans-being/
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